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Phone 08 9037 1147 

Email: Ilkurlka@spinifex.org.au 

Website: www.ilkurlka.org.au 

Land and cultural experiences in the 
Great Victoria Desert – a travel guide 

from Kalgoorlie to Ilkurlka 

mailto:Ilkurlka@spinifex.org.au
http://www.ilkurlka.org.au/
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Here is a suggested itinerary for those who would like a 

taste of the Great Victoria Desert using tracks which are 

generally in reasonable condition. It is designed as a round 

trip from Kalgoorlie to Ilkurlka through widely different 

scenery and landforms. We recommend taking at least four 

days to complete this itinerary. It will be a rewarding 

experience and is relatively accessible from Kalgoorlie. 

This is a remote part of the world so journey planning is 

vital. Let somebody know where and when you will be 

travelling for your own safety. 

You will need a reliable 4WD equipped with at least two 

spare tyres, a first aid kit and a decent tool kit. You should 

also carry spares such as fanbelt, filters and radiator hose.  

We suggest carrying either a satphone or HF radio, a good 

map (we recommend Hema maps), a GPS and plenty of 

water. 
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Note: odometer readings are approximate only 

The route out 

Zero your odometer as you turn into Mount Monger Road 

from the Goldfields Highway in Kalgoorlie-Boulder. Mount 

Monger Road passes some mine workings before turning 

into a good gravel road. 

Travel for 22km then turn left onto the Transcontinental 

access road. The access road is generally well maintained 

and follows the course of the Transcontinental railway just 

off to the north. There are several sidings along the way, 

each signposted on the access road. The road goes through 

pleasant well-timbered country in places 

At the 262km mark you will arrive at Kitchener railway 

siding – turn north (left) over the railway (S31.03139 

E124.18748). This is known as the Cut Line and is the 

primary access route between Kalgoorlie and the 

community of Tjuntjuntjara. It is generally in reasonable 

condition. 

At the 320km mark, keep right at a Y junction (S30.55111 

E124.39613)  

Around the 328km and 387km marks you will follow the 

north side of the dog fence. 

At the 455km mark, a track will come in from your right – 

this is the original Connie Sue Highway from Rawlinna 

(S30.11273 E125.60338). You are now travelling on the 

Connie Sue Highway built by Len Beadell in 1962. 

At the 520km mark you will find a shed tank – take the left 

fork (S29.56571 E125.90177). This tank was erected by the 



4 
 

Spinifex people and is a safety feature for those travelling in 

this remote region. This area is on the edge of the Nullarbor 

plain. The road from here to Neale Junction is in good 

condition and enters dune country towards the northern 

section. 

 

 
 
 
 
A sign at the shed tank 
welcoming visitors to 
Spinifex Country 

 

 

The shed tank 
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At the 683km mark you will arrive at Neale Junction, which 

is where the Connie Sue and Anne Beadell highways cross – 

turn right (S28.30288 E125.81703). The Connie Sue Highway 

continues north to Warburton and the Anne Beadell 

Highway here runs from Coober Pedy via Ilkurlka to 

Yamarna, a little east of Laverton. 

 

 
 
 
 

A replica of the sign 
placed by Len Beadell at 
the junction of the Anne 
Beadell and Connie Sue 

highways 

 

From Neale Junction, you will pass the old Neale airstrip at 

S28.30579 E126.05876. The airstrip was built by the Hunt 

Oil Company in the 1960’s for oil exploration in the area, 

just after the Anne Beadell was completed by Len Beadell 

and his crew. 

The Anne Beadell towards Ilkurlka is in fair condition 

generally but as at March 2017 has some washouts which 

are easily navigable with care. 

The road to Ilkurlka follows the east-west dunes and goes 

through some areas of decent timber 
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At the 796km mark there is a car bonnet pointing to a track 

to the north leading into the site of a crashed aircraft 

(S28.32904 E126.95049). The wreck is 9km off the Anne 

Beadell and the track winds through several sand dunes 

along the way. This aircraft crashed in 1993 en route from 

Tjuntjuntjara to Warburton. All on board survived but were 

injured. The wreckage still remains. 

Paltju water tank is at the 806km mark (or 824km if you 

made the detour to the plane wreck) - S28.32590 

E127.04871. This tank (along with a network of other water 

tanks) was set up by the Spinifex people to assist travellers. 

It is a rainwater tank so water availability depends on 

rainfall and usage by other travellers. 

At the 855km mark (or 873km if you made the detour to the 

plane wreck) you will arrive at the welcome sanctuary of 

Ilkurlka (S28.35134 E127.51754). Come and meet the 

roadhouse pooch, Shadow! 

At Ilkurlka there is a chance to relax in beautiful surrounds 

filled with sand dunes and marble gums. Fuel and basic 

grocery supplies are available and we have a good 

collection of artwork from the Spinifex Arts Project for sale. 

Accommodation is either in the studio or at the 

campground.  

If booked in advance guided tours are available with 

Anangu tour guides from Tjuntjuntjara. These give an 

introduction to the traditional culture still practised in this 

unique part of the world. Enquiries can be made on our 

website www.ilkurlka.org.au or by email 

(ilkurlka@spinifex.org.au).  

http://www.ilkurlka.org.au/
mailto:ilkurlka@spinifex.org.au
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Ilkurlka from the air  

The route back 

Zero your odometer at Ilkurlka and head back west on the 

Anne Beadell highway 

At the 172km mark you will be back at Neale Junction. Go 

straight ahead (S28.30288 E125.81703) 

At the 337km mark you will see the abandoned Yeo 

homestead on your right (S28.07683 E124.31826). This is 

well worth a look around. The area around Yeo includes 

rocky ranges and Yeo Lake. 
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Yeo Homestead 

After Yeo, it is a short drive to Yamarna and then via the 

White Cliffs road into Laverton. A permit is required for this 

section and can be easily obtained from 

www.ngaanyatjarra.org.au/ngaanyatjarra-council/permits.  

At the 544km mark you will arrive in Laverton, your first 

sight of bitumen since the Mount Monger road in Kalgoorlie 

(S28.62559 E122.40362). Laverton has good accommodation 

and dining options as well as the usual grocery and fuel 

supplies. 

From Laverton it is about 360km back to Kalgoorlie along 

sealed roads via Leonora and Menzies. 

 

http://www.ngaanyatjarra.org.au/ngaanyatjarra-council/permits

